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Three original SDC Saloon Show performers reunite

By Tim Church
tchurch@bransontrilakesnews.com

In 1973, Silver Dol-
lar City introduced park
guests to a winning
combination of dancing
saloon girls, singing bar-
tenders and laugh out
loud comedy, which is
still going today as the Sil-
ver Dollar Saloon Show.

When Helen Wil
liams, Marty Murray
and Walt Fischer were
first cast in the early
‘70s in the all-new sa-
loon production for the
1880s-era theme park,
they had no idea they
were joining a show
that would one day be
celebrating its 50th An-
niversary and become
a must see for all park
guests.

On Thursday, July 20,
the trio stepped back
inside of the nostalgia
filled comedy venue at
the park, approximately
five decades after they
did for the very first
time.

When Fischer joined
the show in 1973, he
was cast as the produc-
tion’s first bartender.

“lread an article in the
Springfield paper that
they were hiring and |
came down thinking |
would sell postcards or
work in a restaurant,”
Fischer said. “They
said, ‘Do _you sing?’
and | was like, ‘Well, |
was in choir,” and they
said, ‘Well, you need to
go see this guy, George
Roscoe.” That led to the
next thing and | ended
up working here until
‘78 or ‘79, | believe, but
| wasn’t in the saloon
every year.”

Also joining the orig-
inal cast was Williams,
who was one of the
saloon girls when the
show opened in 1973.

“When | was a little,
little girl 1 went and vis-
ited my cousin in Alaska
and my uncle, he was
driving us around. | was
10 and we came up to
this old saloon and so
we went in. | looked at
that and said, ‘I want to
be a saloon girl!’ At 10,
1 wanted to be a saloon
girl. So, | was born and
raised here, so | came
out to Silver Dollar City
all the time,” Williams
said. “I'm a real local.
This guy said, ‘Our new
attraction this year, let
me show it to you. It’s
a saloon.’ | said, ‘Oh,
a saloon! I've always
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Current Saloon Girls Sierra Anastasi, Heather Stolfa and Mackenzie Godfrey are joined
on stage by three original SDC Saloon Show cast members: Marty Murray a year-two sa-
loon girl, Walt Fischer the original bartender and Helen Williams an original saloon girl.

wanted to be a saloon
girl.’ (He said, ‘Well,
they're having auditions
up on Main Street.’ So |
went up on Main Street,
auditioned and voila. It
was my destiny. I'm a
wild woman.”

Though she did not
join the saloon girl fam-
ily until the second year
of the show’s running,
Murray said she initially
came to the theme park
hoping to join the staff
as a craftswoman.

“I had just been work
ing for the airlines, as a
flight “attendant for the
airlines and had been
furloughed. | . came
home and just want-
ed to do pottery. | just
wanted to come down
here in the hills and
make pottery,” Murray
said. “I had an inter-
view and the HR person
said while I'm talking
about pottery and they
go, ‘Did anyone ever
tell you, you look like
a saloon girl?” I'm like,
| don’t know if that's a
compliment and said,
“Excuse me?’ He goes,
‘No, you really do. You
look like a saloon girl,
we have a saloon show.’
He goes, ‘Can you sing?’
I'm like, ‘No, not real-
ly.” He goes, “Can you
dance?’ | said, ‘Not real-
ly.” He said, ‘Well, you
look the part.’ Best deci-
sion | ever made.”

With 14 saloon shows
taking place each day,
guests of the park were
able to come in to see
the show just about
every hour of the day.
The reunited saloon trio

explained each of the
shows lasted around
40 minutes back in the
day, but they got two
shows off per day and
were only required to
perform in 12 of the 14
shows a day.

Williams said the sa-
loon girls would go
around and take orders
for drinks and snacks
from the saloon patrons
before the show started,
but once the music be-
gan they would have to
jump into action.

“We waited on ev-

eryone and when wild

women - started  you
dropped everything and
you ran down the stairs.
Sometimes it would be
50 slick you’d just about
fall,” Williams said. “We
worked so unbelievably
hard the first five years
probably. | don’t think
people realize how hard
we worked. We loved
it so much and we en-
joyed it.”

While looking around
the venue and pointing
out some of the things
that have changed over

the years, such as how
they didn’t have micro-
phones to use, Murray
reflected on being back
inside the old theme
park saloon.

“This has lots of mem-
ories. It's so great that
after 50 years it's still
here and it still feels
wonderful,” Murray
said. “For years after we
were in the saloon, peo-
ple would come up to
me and go, ‘Remember
when you took your sa-
loon skirt and polished
my “husband’s head?’
‘People ' remembered
Iyou' because ‘you were
“local and you made
their day and they were
from your area and they
just thought it was the
coolest thing that they
knew someone that was
in the saloon.”

Williams said she re-
membered the time they
were asked to stay late
to perform a special
show for former Unit-
ed States Senator John
Danforth.

“l don’t know if it
was first year or second

Former SDC Entertainer Cyndi Strecky (in blue) goes
through some of the photos featuring the original Saloon

Show cast.

The former cast and the current cast members of the Silver Dollar Saloon Show pose

h the signage celeb

g the 50th A

y of the Silver Dollar City show.

Helen Williams and Marty Murray were two of the first
saloon girls to be in the Silver Dollar Saloon Show.

Mackenzie Godfrey and Heather Stolfa pose under the cel-
ebratory signage for the Saloon Show’s 50th Anniversary.

year,” Williams said,
“But we had a special
show after hours for

Senator Danforth and
that was cool. | even got
to dance with him.”

To help get the saloon
show off the ground,
Fischer added they
would also host after
hours performances for
members of the media
to help promote the
new show.

“In ‘73 we used to
have press parties for
TV and newspapers and
stay open afterwards,”
Fischer said. “They
would do a little buffet
on the counter and then
they'd take it away and
they’d do the show.”

While at the saloon,
Murray and Williams
took to the stage to
showcase some of their
original  saloon  girl

dance moves. Admitting
they’re not able to do
the can-can dance like
they were once able to,
they showcased their re-
membrance of a dance
they had not performed
in a handful of decades.
The two ladies were
soon joined on stage by
three of the current sa-
loon girl’s, Mackenzie
Godfrey, Heather Stol-
fa and Sierra Anastasi,
where they showed off
their can-can dance
routine for 2023, =
Stolfa, who has been
a saloon girl for the last
five years, shared how
much of a privilege it
was to share the stage
for a moment with two
of SDC’s original saloon
girls and compared it
to a “Dancing with the
Stars” opportunity.

See JUMP on Page 2A

After Helen and Marty show-off their routine from the original show, Saloon Girls Sierra
Anastasi, Mackenzie Godfrey and Heather Stolfa display their can-can dance routine. =

BRANSON TRI-LAKES NEWS

b

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26,2023 |B

-



SALOON from 1B

“It's quite an honor.
Seeing their can-can,
like them saying theirs
was twice as long as
ours and | feel like I'm
dying when we do our
45 second can-can,”
Stolfa said with a laugh.
Godfrey, a saloon girl
for the past three years,
echoed Stolfa’s Dancing
with the Stars analogy.

“They did 12 shows
a day and we only do
five and we're so tired
by the end of the day,”
Godfrey said. “It's awe-
some to be a part of a
little bit of the history of
the saloon. It's like play-
ing our part. It's been
going on for so long and
it’s really cool.

Anastasi, the newest
member of the saloon
girl family, shared what

it was like getting to wit-
ness the trio’s reunion at
the venue.

“l love that they're
still friends. It sounds
like it's always been a
big happy family and |
feel like that’s what it
is now,” Anastasi said.
“This is my first year, but
| know if | come back
in 30 years, I'll get the
same warm welcome
as we're giving them.
Yeah, it's really cool to
be a part of something
big like that.”

Though legacy s
something they often
hear about, Godfrey
shared it was pretty
amazing to get to see
and hear about the sa-
loon’s legacy in per-
son. “Just hearing their
stories, it doesn’t seem

much different than it is
now. Honestly a lot has
remained true,” Godfrey
said. “We still do a lot of
the same musical num-
bers. We all still serve.
We're all still running
around like crazy as
soon as those doors
open. While I'm sure
there’s a lot of differenc-
es, it's cool to see how
much has stayed the
same over the years.”

The trio, along with
friend and fellow former
SDC entertainer Cyndi
Strecky, brought photos,
as well, to the saloon
to share and look over.
In many of the photos,
the trio were quick to
spot themselves as well
as name all of those
standing around them in
group shots.

Two of the original SDC Saloon Girls, Helen Williams and Marty Murray, showcase that
they still got it for the current line-up of saloon girls while on stage.

In the theme park’s 60
plus year history, many
of the buildings and
facilities at SDC have
seen multiple shows
come through them or
been used for various
purposes, but that's
not the case for the sa-
loon show. Williams
confirmed the building
where the saloon show
is today is the same
building where they
performed their show.
She added the building
itself was never used for
anything but the saloon
show, because it was
constructed specially to
house the production,

“They even had all the
stuff for a Carry Nation
Show,” Williams said.
“It was a Carry Nation
Show from the get-go.”

“Carry. Nation was
the one that was against
prohibition,” * Murray
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13. Not lower
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18. Leavened bread

g an:
loons. “She’s from Ka
sas.”

Just as it is today, ev-
erything taking place
at the theme park has
to have a theme and its
theme has to be a part
of the 1880s-era time
period, thus why Car-
rie Nation was selected
to be the central enter-
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Marty Murray had the chance to be a part of the show once again as two of the Silver
Dollar Saloon Show’s cast members pulled her back into the spotlight for a bit.

tainment element of the
show.

Looking back, Fisch-
er said he can even
remember when they
brought the new bar
into the saloon to install
it.

“We were in rehears-
als and they were still
working in the build-
ing. It was a beauti-
ful piece of wood and
they distressed it. They
came in and chopped
on it and they recorded
when they beat the bar
to make it look old,”
Fischer said. “They re-
corded it and used some
of those sound effects in
the Carry Nation raid,
because the girls had
rubber hatchets and
stuff and it would sound
like they were actually
chopping.”

Coming upin the mid-
dle of August, SDC will

h

eople whé have
part of the saloon show
cast over the years. The
reunion will celebrate
the 50th Anniversary,
as well as give former
castmates the chance to
reunite and reminisce
on the good ole 1880’s
days.

“What would be inter-

esting to know is if any
other generations like
the ‘70s stayed in touch
like we did the 50 years
we have,” Murray said.
“I went out and lived
around the world, but |
always stayed in touch
with everybody.”

Folks planning to
head out to SDC this
season can also take
part in some of the an-
niversary  celebration
fun as the saloon show
“Frontier Follies 50th
Celebration” is celebrat-
ing 50 years of rollick-
ing laughs and tomfool-
ery with a new show for
2023.

Currently, the theme
park is hosting their
Summer Nights festival,
which celebrates the fi-
nal 16 days of summer.
Now through Sunday,
July 30, park guests can
enjoy a variety of limit-
entertainment,

‘extended late night ride
hours and nightly fire-
works. Park hours for
Summer Nights are 9:30
a.m. to 10 p.m.

For additional infor-
mation on the saloon
show, other fun oppor-
tunities at the city or
ticket reservations visit
silverdollarcitycom.
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The first Silver Dollar Saloon Show Bartender Walt Fischer shares a look at some photo-

graphs taken from his time with the show in the 1970's with the current cast.
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